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<Abstract>

Reflection on Matthew’s Suffering Kingdom of Heaven (Mat 11:12)

Seong Hee Kim

(Ansan University)

Matthew 11:12 has been a notorious and ambiguous verse for both translation
and interpretation in Biblical Studies. The key depends on how we interpret
Bualetal There are four possible cases as follows: 1) a middle voice with
positive meaning, 2) a middle voice with negative meaning, 3) a passive voice
with positive meaning, or 4) a passive voice with negative meaning. In terms of
grammar and Matthean context, it seems right for me to take the fourth,
especially because of the following two Greek terms, Biaotal and apmaovoLy
which always come with negative meanings. In that case, the meaning implies
that the kingdom of heaven has suffered violently, and that the violent has taken
it by force. Most Korean versions of the Bible chose the passive form. However,
its theological meaning still remains ambiguous. When Korean churches use it in
their ministry and preaching, and even in theological thesis of academia, they
almost tend to choose the positive meaning that the kingdom of heaven comes
forcefully, and that those who exert ardently can take it. This is mainly because
it is in harmony with Luke 16:16 (“the Good news of the kingdom of God is
preached and everyone enters it forcefully”).

Indeed, both Matthew 11:12 and Luke 16:16 seem to draw the verse from
their common source (may be, Q). However, each applies it to its unique literary
context for each theological purpose. Therefore, we don’t have to keep those
verses in harmony. It is more reasonable to understand it respectively in the
narrative flow of each gospel. Matthew 11:12 should be understood within
Matthew’s story apart from Luke 16:16. Matthew has his/her own plot within
the narrative concerning the kingdom of heaven which is the most significant
theological term in Jesus’ ministry. The whole literary theme of Matthew 11 is
about the negative responses to the kingdom of heaven (11:2-24) and Jesus’ new
invitation (11:25-30). Within this flow of the story, Jesus deplores the imprisoned

John the Baptist as an example of the suffering kingdom, and demands his
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disciples to respond with ears to hear to the kingdom of heaven, which is the
counter-concept of the Roman empire. From the time of John the Baptist, via
Matthew’s time, and until today, the kingdom of heaven has suffered violently,

and those in authority and power have still taken it violently. Alas!





